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Geometry is very different from algebra.  Geometry is based on building a new system of mathematics with its own properties based on a few definitions, theorems and postulates.  In Geometry there is much new vocabulary to learn.  In algebra, you solved problems that were given to you.  In Geometry, the properties of a figure are given, you will need to use those properties to write your own equations and then use algebra to solve the equations.  Finally you will use the properties of the figure to find the answer.  You will need to use algebra to do well in Geometry.  In addition to geometry, this class will review some of the algebra needed to do well on the state ISTEP test.
Supplies needed for class:
· Chromebook

· Binder (1”-1 ½”) with loose-leaf paper, and dividers (4)
· Pencils

· Scientific calculator - Each student should have HIS/HER OWN CALCULATOR.  It is important to use the same calculator every day in order to learn how to use the calculator and it’s built in functions.  Soon you will be taking the SAT and/or ACT tests and calculators are not provided for those tests.  A CELL PHONE MAY NOT BE USED AS A CALCULATOR ON TESTS OR QUIZZES.  CELL PHONES OUT DURING CLASS TIME WILL BE TAKEN AND TURNED INTO THE OFFICE.
Attendance Policy 

Daily attendance is important for mathematics class.  If a student is truant, no work can be made up and all work will be given a zero.  A student is allowed one day to make-up work for every day the student was absent.    If he/she misses only the Review Day, the student will be expected to take the test with the rest of the class.   Work not made up when due will receive a zero.

Grading Policy
70% of your grade will be Assessments.  Grades assigned to the assessment category are tests and quizzes.  30% of your grade is homework, in class activities, notebooks and projects.  This category is called Practice in the gradebook.
Tests cover either whole or half unit of material.  Tests will be announced several days in advance.  You may use a calculator on any test, but you must provide your own scientific calculator.  Each test will contain a review section.   If you do poorly on a test you may take a retest. 
Retest

Before the retest you must:

· Inform the teacher you want to retest.  
· You need to turn in ALL the homework from the unit.
· You must complete 15 extra problems, SHOWING ALL WORK, before the retest. 
· The retest is not given in class time, but must be done after school or during B enrichment time within the time frame given by the teacher.
Weekly Online Assignments – To help you prepare for the ISTEP test, there will be review assignments using a website called EDULASTIC.  Using this site will help you learn to manipulate mathematical symbols online which is important for the ISTEP test.  
Homework   -- There will be homework almost every night.  Homework gives the student the chance to practice the skills introduced that day, it is important that you complete the homework every night.  ALL WORK MUST BE SHOWN.  NO WORK, NO CREDIT.  Homework will be graded randomly and will go in the practice category.
Quizzes may or may not be announced in advance.  
Individual Extra credit is not an option.  I will sometimes give an extra credit problem on a test or occasionally an assignment to the class as a whole.
	Classroom Expectations

	Be Respectful
	Follow all rules as instructed.

Speak to the teacher and other students in a respectful manner.

Turn in assignments on time.

Be an active listener.

	Be Responsible
	Have materials (Pencil, book, netbook) ready.

Report to class on time.

Use restroom during the passing period.

Complete assignments with best effort.  Ask questions for better understanding.

	Be a Leader
	Share classroom time with everyone.

Participate in class.


Cheating of any kind will not be tolerated.  A score of ZERO will be given on any assignment where cheating has occurred.   Copying another student’s homework is cheating.  Two identical papers will be assumed to be copied.
Grading Scale



100-90%
A







89-80%
B







79-70%
C







69-60%
D







59 – 0%
F

EXTRA help is available on Brown days during Academic Support Period.  After school help is available as needed.  
Safety Information – for fire drills we will use exit 5

For tornado drills we will take cover outside of room 123

Contact Information 
My email is ellen.bickel@evsck12.com 
ebickel.weebly.com
